Piwakawaka
WoolWench
A Piwakawaka is a native bird
of New Zealand, known for its
cheeky character and beautiful
fan shaped tail.
You will need:
- Long curly locks (we used
Teeswater)
- A batt, roving, or top in
colours of your choice
- A strong core thread
For more Yarn Recipe cards and
Spin Courses visit

www.fiberygoodness.com
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Piwakawaka
1.

Start by spinning a single of any thickness, keeping in mind you will be N-Plying
and plying again it so it needs to fit through your orifice on those ply stages.

2.

Navajo Ply your single, when you get to where you want to add a lock, stop
treadling and open out the loop into a ‘V’ shape. Catch the tip of the lock between
the plies at the point of the ‘V’ and treadle a couple of times to secure it in place

3. Weave the lock through the three plies, under then over each strand - go around
the outside of the ‘V’ then back under or over the centre strand until the entire
lock is woven in
4. Then bring the plies together, pinching at the base of the lock, start treadling
again and the lock will be integrated into the ply as the twist travels down it.
Repeat to the end of the yarn, adding locks regularly
5.

6

Take your completed NPly and spiral ply around a strong core.When you get to a
lock, pull it out and double it to form a loop or crescent.
6. Reattach it to the core then pinch and treadle to lock it in place. Make it extra
secure by wrapping the single around the loop then continue plying.
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